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DRAWN ALONG BEHIND THE CUSTOMERS

Dusseldorf. Gallery owner Theofilos Klonaris,
a native of Dusseldorf with Greek roots, has
lived and worked as an arts consultant on
Mallorca since 1999 - and has a life on the
holiday island that is far from those of the
tourists.

"We are living here not to holiday but to
work", says Theofilos Klonaris (47). And so
the former Dusseldorfer with Greek roots
gets to the point, allowing any romantic
illusions about emigrating to quickly
disperse. Anybody who wishes to live in this
paradise of sunshine still has to earn a living.
"We don't live here like the tourists", he says. Rarely if ever does he go to the beach; he says he
has seen the pool that forms part of his residential area "maybe once in three years".
Gallery in the middle of PalmaTheofilos, who previously had a gallery on the Hohestrasse together
with his business partner Siegfried Blau, moved to Mallorca in 1999. "We were just drawn along
behind a few of our customers”, he says, smiling. After all, 70 per cent of the customers of his old
gallery also owned properties on Mallorca and spent most of the year on the Mediterranean
island. Both of them liked the idea and so they opened a gallery in the middle of Palma. Later
came a parting of the ways.

Theofilos opened a gallery of his own, curated exhibitions abroad and worked as an arts director.
For the last seven years or so he has worked for himself as an "art consultant”
(www.klonaris-fine-art.com). He has artists signed up to him in a number of countries, whose works
he sells exclusively on Mallorca and in some cases more widely in Spain and Europe. Mostly on
personal visits, often by telephone, and up to six times at exhibitions. Then it is not uncommon for
up to 150 people to squeeze into the 100 square metres of his chic gallery apartment in the Porto
Pi district.

Back to Germany? Not necessarily. The international atmosphere of Palma, the arts scene here, the
diversity of the island between Valdemossa in the west and Santanyi in the east, the water on the
doorstep - all arguments for staying and working on Mallorca for longer.

For Theofilos Klonaris there is also the fact that he is often in Germany on business. This is in itself
a kind of mini-holiday. In Dusseldorf especially. Here he enjoys seeing old friends, and he also
appreciates the cultural offerings of our regional capital: a nice evening at the theatre, the new
films, a wander through the arts bookshops and the K 21.



